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percent of the colleges in America. Why? Be-
cause the people that are in the middle who
get the money don’t like losing it. I mean, it’s
not a bad deal: I loan you money; you don’t
pay me back; I get a check from the Govern-
ment. But it didn’t work very well.

Secretary Riley, since he’s been there as Sec-
retary of Education, has cut the cost to the
taxpayers of college loan defaults from $2.8 bil-
lion a year to $1 billion a year. We’re collecting
the loans. We’re doing it right, and we ought
to keep going.

So what I want to ask you to do is, without
regard to your party, and maybe—especially if
you have never voted before—I want to tell
you something: You’ve got a big stake in this
debate that’s going on in Washington. And it
is a good and healthy debate in some ways.
We do need a less bureaucratic, more creative,
more entrepreneurial, more flexible Government
in Washington as we move into the 21st century.
We do need more responsibility put down to
the State and local levels. What’s the best insti-
tution you know? The community college. No-

body from Washington is telling you what pro-
grams to have, what to do, who to sign up
for—nobody. You’re doing this. It’s a commu-
nity-created institution. We do need to change
the nature of the Federal Government. We do
have to keep cutting Federal spending.

But the key to our future is whether we edu-
cate everybody, so we don’t need to cut invest-
ment in education. And we do need to do
things, I will say again, that enhance security,
empower people to make the most of their own
lives, and expand opportunity. That is education,
education, education. We should not turn back
on it.

Thank you very much. God bless you. We
need your help. Please support it. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. in the
Snyder Gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred
to Dr. Don Singer, president, San Bernardino Val-
ley College; Mayor Tom Minor of San Bernardino;
and Stuart Bundy, chancellor, San Bernardino
Community College District.

Letter to the Speaker of the House on Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Requests
February 14, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker:
My Fiscal Year 1996 Budget requests $10.4

billion in supplemental appropriations for the
current fiscal year. Much of the request is for
emergency requirements, such as contingency
operations of the Department of Defense and
disaster relief provided by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency. My Budget also
proposes to reduce low-priority spending in FY
1995 by $2.4 billion, primarily to pay for non-
emergency supplemental requests.

I was disappointed to receive your February
7, 1995 letter indicating your intent to delay
action on several of these emergency requests
until the Administration proposes offsets. I am
particularly concerned about my request for $6.7
billion for FEMA Disaster Relief, all of which
is properly designated as an emergency, under
the terms of the Budget Enforcement Act of
1990.

The Budget Enforcement Act established the
authority for the President and Congress to ex-

empt certain spending from the statutory caps,
specifically for the purpose of meeting emer-
gency, unanticipated requirements. This joint
designation by the President and Congress has
been used over the last four years to provide
critical assistance in response to earthquakes,
hurricanes, floods, extreme cold and agricultural
disasters, and for other purposes.

President Bush and Congress approved $10.2
billion as emergency spending in response to
Hurricanes Andrew and Iniki in Florida, Lou-
isiana and Hawaii. In fact, from 1991–1992,
President Bush and Congress provided emer-
gency funding for 100 accounts, totalling $12.3
billion.

I worked with Congress to provide $6.8 billion
in emergency funding to aid the victims of the
Midwest floods in nine states. I also reached
agreement with Congress to designate emer-
gency spending for the Northridge earthquake.
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The emergency designations were appropriate
because the human and physical costs of these
disasters were extraordinary and the economic
effects were truly national in scope.

Of the pending $6.7 billion FEMA request,
$4.9 billion is related to the Northridge earth-
quake. Over 700,000 people were affected. Ap-
proximately 120,000 structures, including
schools, hospitals, municipal buildings and pri-
vate residences, were damaged. Almost 40 miles
of roads and freeways were rendered impass-
able.

Following the January 17, 1994 earthquake,
I responded with a request for emergency sup-
plemental funding on January 26. Congress
quickly responded to the urgent needs of the
Southern California region and I promptly
signed the emergency legislation on February
12, just 26 days after the earthquake.

The nation should be proud of our rapid re-
sponse. All of the damaged highways were re-
opened to traffic within 10 months. Virtually
all of the 6,000 school buildings that were dam-
aged have reopened. Over 113,000 loans have
been made to small businesses and homeowners,
and FEMA disaster housing assistance has been
provided to over 400,000 households.

Because of the need to respond quickly to
the earthquake, FEMA’s damage estimates were

necessarily preliminary. Our revised request is
based on the more detailed studies that are re-
quired of damaged structures.

If action on our request is delayed, FEMA
will, beginning in May, be unable to allocate
funds to meet any new disaster requirements,
unless money reserved for the 40 states cur-
rently receiving disaster assistance is cut. For
example, emergency appropriations provided in
FY 1994 are currently being used to fund assist-
ance to people, businesses and local govern-
ments impacted by Tropical Storm Alberto in
Georgia, the Midwest floods, the Texas floods
and the recent floods in California. If action
is further delayed until July, FEMA will run
out of money.

While I share your concern for reducing the
deficit, I do not believe we should delay assist-
ance to victims of natural disasters. I am proud
of my Administration’s record for reducing the
deficit, while providing prompt assistance to the
victims of natural disasters. When responding
to crises, America has traditionally come to-
gether without regard to politics or region. In
that spirit, I urge you to reconsider your deci-
sion.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

Interview With Dick Enberg of NBC Sports in Palm Springs, California
February 15, 1995

Mr. Enberg. Well, a historic foursome. How
do you put this group together to play a game
of golf?

Bob Hope. Well, it’s damned lucky, I think,
you know. Because I called President Clinton
and asked him, and he finally said, ‘‘Yes, I’d
like to do that.’’ Then I got President Ford,
President Bush, and we got—and me. Three
Presidents and a hacker. [Laughter]

Mr. Enberg. Mr. Clinton, your ambitions as
a golfer—have you set any goals?

President Clinton. I’m just trying to get my
handicap in single digits. That’s my goal. It
seems unlikely in my present position. But I
love to play, and I was gratified when Bob called
me the other day. He said that he liked my
State of the Union Address, but I could speak

a lot better if I come out here and played in
his tournament. It would put me in a better
frame of mind.

Mr. Enberg. You’re without your 35-year-old
putter. I hope the rumors aren’t true that Mr.
Ford confiscated that. [Laughter]

President Gerald R. Ford. Well, Dick, I’ve
played here 17 years with Bob, and it’s always
a great, great thrill. He’s kind of a scoundrel,
but he’s fun to play with, and it’s a great cause.

Mr. Enberg. And your thoughts, Mr. Bush?
President George Bush. Just to try to get it

in the air. [Laughter]
President Clinton. We’re going to try to stay

out of—we’re going to avoid out of bounds,
he and I are. We’re not going to go too far
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